To                                                                                                                               09.07.2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The Hon’ble Chief Justice
Bombay High Court
Maharashtra

Respected Lordship,

I write this letter to bring your kind attention towards the rising concerns of the safety of millions of final year students and their families, invigilators, evaluators, transport authorities, support staff and several other key stakeholders, either directly or indirectly, involved in the examination process. 

The cases in India are rising exponentially and as on date, there are easily over 7,60,000 cases. As per AIIMS data, India could witness a peak in COVID-19 cases as late as in mid-November. Alarmingly, the state of Maharashtra has recorded the highest number of cases in the country. Taking this into due consideration, the Maharashtra government had decided to cancel all final year examinations. (ANNEXURE 1) However, the Ministry of Home Affairs thereafter permitted the conduct of examinations by universities and institutions. (ANNEXURE 2) Accordingly, the Universities Grants Commission (“UGC”) issued revised guidelines for final year examinations vide notification dated 06.07.2020. (ANNEXURE 3)

UGC has provided universities the option to conduct exams in either an offline (pen and paper) or online or blended (offline + online) mode. Online mode of examinations, however, neglects socio-economic diversity and inequality of internet access. Likewise, holding physical examinations has its own glaring set of shortcomings. Whether the offline or online or blended mode is adopted, there are a myriad number of practical, technological and institutional difficulties that are sure to be encountered.

To highlight the grim situation, it would be necessary to state that a large section of students reside either in different parts of India or in other countries. Mandating terminal semester examinations would compel these students to travel inter-state amid the virus, share rooms with other students, and make arrangements for food. More worryingly, students could be potential carriers of the virus thereby posing a serious health hazard to all those that they come in contact with in the process of reaching exam centres. 

If indeed compulsorily required to appear for the examinations, students would undoubtedly be exposed to risks of the Covid-19 pandemic. Several exam centres, colleges and hostels have already been converted into quarantine facilities and Covid care centres. The UGC has issued an SOP for the Conduct of Examinations. (ANNEXURE 4)  Nevertheless, its implementation is deeply mired in challenges. Ensuring cleanliness and safety standards as stipulated in the SOP in each and every exam centre, spread out in all nooks and corners of the country, including centres located in rural areas is near impossible.

Soon after the UGC Guidelines were released, the Maharashtra Government unequivocally reiterated its inability to hold final year examinations in a letter addressed to the Ministry of Human Resource Development. (ANNEXURE 5) It is pertinent to note here that even premier institutions like IITs have waived all examinations. So far, CBSE, ICSE, IGSE and many State Boards have cancelled examinations too. Moreover, UGC itself has cancelled all intermediate examinations. UGC’s guidelines, which mandatorily require final year students to appear for examinations by September end, is arbitrary and in blatant disregard of the fundamental rights guaranteed by our Constitution. These guidelines exempt students enrolled in intermediate semesters from appearing for examinations and instead provide for their promotion based on previous years’ performance. Insisting on the conduct of examinations for final year students is discriminatory.  It is highly regretful that an arbitrary distinction is being drawn between intermediate and final year students. If this exercise were to be carried out, the lives of all final year students pan India would be put in grave peril. This is evinced by the recent Karnataka SSLC exam fiasco where 32 students tested positive. 

The earlier guidelines released by UGC in the month of April required final year examinations to be held by July end. After having taken stock of the bleak situation, the revised guidelines have now extended the time period for the conduct of examinations to September end. However, there is no certainty that the situation would improve within this short span of three months. If the time period for the conduct of examinations were to be extended once again, graduating students are at risk of losing nearly an entire academic year. Being insistent on the conduct of examinations could further effectively translate into revoked job offers, deferred post graduate admissions, mass unemployment and sheer chaos for a sizeable percentage of students.

Earlier this week, India’s case count was reported to be the third highest in the world, with Maharashtra being the worst affected state. It is apparent that the prevailing atmosphere is not conducive for holding physical examinations. The unabated focus on mandating university exams and sticking to traditional patterns is indicative of the flaws in our higher education system. Our strict examination-oriented culture has frequently come under fire for failing to develop practical skills and critical reasoning. Credibility and intellectual prowess has little to no connection with examination grades. The crisis has the potential for reforming our education system. In times like these, holding examinations is not the answer but would serve the sole purpose of endangering the wellbeing of distressed students and other machinery ancillary to the examination process.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conducting pan-India examinations in the midst of the novel pandemic would be equivalent to turning a blind eye to the interests and genuine concerns of the student fraternity. The conduct of examinations in these extenuating circumstances would pose a grave concern for the health and safety of millions of individuals who are parties to the examination process. I humbly request you to kindly resolve the issue of terminal examinations and to bring much needed clarity about the evaluation method.

Yours faithfully
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Anshritha Rai
ILS Law College, Pune
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Ministry of Home Affairs permits conduct of examinations
by Universities and Institutions

New Delhi, July 6, 2020

Ministry of Home Affairs, in a letter to Union Higher
Education Secretary, today permitted conduct of examinations
by Universities and Institutions. The final Term Examinations
are to be compulsorily conducted as per the UGC Guidelines
on Examinations and Academic Calendar for the Universities;
and as per the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) approved
by the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
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UGC Revised Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar

for the Universities in view of COVID-19 Pandemic

Introduction

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has issued Guidelines on Examinations and
Academic Calendar for the Universities in View of COVID-19 Pandemic and Subsequent
Lockdown on 29" April, 2020. In these Guidelines it was proposed to conduct the examinations
in July 2020. The said Expert Committee was requested to revisit the Guidelines for
Examinations and Academic Calendar as the number of COVID cases are still rising and likely
to increase further. The Report of the Expert Committee was considered and approved by the
Commission in its emergent meeting held on 6™ July 2020.

In continuation to earlier Guidelines issued on 29.04.2020 and based on the Report of the
Expert Committee, the following Revised Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar
for the Universities in view of COVID-19 Pandemic were also approved by the Commission in
its emergent meeting held on 6™ July 2020:

GUIDELINES

In view of the emerging situation related to COVID-19 pandemic in India, it is important to
safeguard the principles of health, safety, fair and equal opportunity for students. At the same
time, it is very crucial to ensure academic credibility, career opportunities and future progress
of students globally. Academic evaluation of students is very important milestone in any
education system. The performance in examinations gives confidence and satisfaction to the
students and is a reflection of competence, performance and credibility that is necessary for
global acceptability.

1. Mode of Terminal Semester/ Final Year Examinations (2019-20)

The universities are required to complete the examinations by the end of
September, 2020 in offline (pen & paper)/ online/ blended (online + offline) mode
following the prescribed protocols/ guidelines related to COVID-19 pandemic.

2. Provision of Examination through Special Chance

In case a student of terminal semester/ final year is unable to appear in the examination
conducted by the University for whatsoever the reason(s) may be, he/she may be given
opportunity to appear in special examinations for such course(s)/ paper(s), which may
be conducted by the university as and when feasible, so that the student is not put to
any inconvenience/ disadvantage. The above provision shall be applicable only for the
current academic session 2019-20 as a one-time measure.





Backlog of Papers in Respect of Terminal Semester(s)/ Final Year Students

The students of terminal semester/ final year students having backlog should
compulsorily be evaluated by conducting examinations in offline (pen & paper)/ online/
blended (online + offline) mode as per feasibility and suitability.

. The guidelines regarding intermediate semester/ year examinations will remain
unchanged as notified on 29" April, 2020.

. The relevant details, if need be, pertaining to the Admissions and Academic Calendar
in the universities and colleges shall be issued separately in place of those mentioned
in the earlier guidelines issued on 29" April, 2020.

Notwithstanding the above guidelines regarding conduct of examination and
commencement of next academic session, every university/ institution has to ensure
that it is prepared in all respects to carry out the academic activities following necessary
protocols/guidelines/directions/advisories issued by the Central/State Governments and
MHRD/ UGC from time to time, in view of COVID-19.
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University Grants Commission
(9T FaTeN {5, qRd 906R)
(Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India)

A
9. Tordier 3 TEGE TH AT, ¢ fRwehi-110002
s Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002
E_ i . : Ph: 011-23236288/23239337
Prof. Rajnish Jain Fax : 011-2323 8858
Secretary E-mail : secy.uge@nic.in
D.0O.No.F.1-1/2020 (Secy) 8™ July 2020

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Conduct of Examinations
Respected Madam/Sir,

The University Grants Commission (UGC) vide letter dated 6™ July, 2020 has issued |‘UGC'
Revised Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar for the Universities i
[view_of COVID-19 Pandemic’] As per the letter the Universities have been asked to

complete the conduct of Terminal Semester(s)/ Final Year examinations by the end of
30 September, 2020.

In addition, the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India vide Office
Memorandum F.No.16-16/2020-UIA, dated 6™ July, 2020 has issued instructions for
conduct of examinations wherein the MHRD has formulated detailed SOP for conduct of
examinations with measures to be taken in view of COVID-19 situation, duly vetted by the
Ministry of Health and Family welfare. A copy of the above mentioned Office Memorandum
along with detailed SOP for Conduct of Examinations |(Annexure-l)|and UGC Revised
Guidelines|(Annexure-IT)|are enclosed for necessary action.

Looking forward for your kind cooperation.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Encl.: As above. %"_\I_\—}
(Rajnish Jain)

To

1. The Vice Chancellors of all Universities
2. The Principals of all Colleges

Copy for kind information to:

1. The Principal Secretary/Secretary to the Governors of all States/Lt. Governors of all Union

Territories.
2. The Principal Secretary/Secretary, Department of Higher Education, all State
Governments/Union Territories D’)
'

(Rajnish Jain)



https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/5660666_ANNEXURE-I.pdf

https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/6695616_ANNEXURE-II.pdf

https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/6100894_UGC-Revised-Guidelines-on-Examinations-and-Academic-Calendar-for-the-Universities-in-view-of-COVID-19-Pandemic_06_07_2020.pdf

https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/6100894_UGC-Revised-Guidelines-on-Examinations-and-Academic-Calendar-for-the-Universities-in-view-of-COVID-19-Pandemic_06_07_2020.pdf

https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/6100894_UGC-Revised-Guidelines-on-Examinations-and-Academic-Calendar-for-the-Universities-in-view-of-COVID-19-Pandemic_06_07_2020.pdf



AunexoRe-T
F. No. 16-16/2020-U1A
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Departrnent of Higher Education

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi

Date the 6th July, 2020
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Instructions for conduct of examination -regarding.

A large number of examinations of the Universities, IIT-JEE (Mains & Advance), NEET etc are
scheduled to be held in the coming months. In order to ensure safety of the examinees,as also their
academic interest, the following action may be taken.

1. Final Term Examinations should be compulsorily conducted as per UGC Guidelines on

Examinations and Academic Calendar for the Universities dated 29.04.2020 which have been again
resolved today i.e.06" July, 2020.

2 All examination may be conducted by 30" September, 2020.

3. Taking into consideration the academic interest of large number of students, MHA has
agreed to the request of MHRD and granted exemption for the opening of educational institutions

for the purpose of holding examinations/ evaluation work for Final Term Examinations of the
Universities/ Institutipns.

4. MHRD has formulated detailed SOP for conduct of examinations with precautions to be
taken in view of COVID — 19 situation. This has been vetted by the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. A copy of the same is enclosed to ensure safety of all. <

5. Previous instructions regarding “Work From Home" sent vide letter dated 30.06.2020 will not
apply to the officers, faculty and non-Teaching Staff who are involved in

Examination/Evaluation/Admission work. ’

q[20%°
(Vidya Sagar Rai)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of india
Encls: As above.

To
1. Prof. D. P. Singh, the Chairman, University Grants Commission, New Delhi.
2. Prof. Anil D. Sahasrabudhe, the Chairman, AICTE, New Delhi.
3. Shri Vineet Joshi, Director General, NTA, Noida, (UP).

Copy to: The Chief Secretaries/Secretary(Education) of States/UTs.

CC:
1. Shri Ajay Kumar Bhalla, HomeSecretary, North Block, New Delhi. .
2. Ms. Preeti Sudan, Secretary, M/o Health and Family Welfare, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi.

3. PSto HRM. /
'V‘é@fﬁ‘lww

(Vidya Sagar Rap
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India





Guidelines for Conduct of Examinations
Background

Universities and other educational institutions across the country have been closed since16™March,
2020, as one of the measures to contain the COVID-19 outbreak.In April, 2020, the University Grants
Commission (UGC), has issued "Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar for the Universities
in View of COVID-I9 Pandemic and Subsequent Lockdown”. In these guidelines it was proposed to hold
the examination from July, 2020 onwards. The Guidelines provided various options for conduct of
examinations to be decided finally by the University.

Presently, several universities have already conducted/planned the examinations in online/offline (pen
& paper)/ blended (online + offline) mode.

Top ranking universities of the world have opted for the final exams to be done remotely. Like Princeton
and MIT (USA); University of Cambridge, Imperial College of Londan (UK); University of Toronto and
McMaster (Canada); University of Heidelberg (Germany); and University of Hong Kong have resorted to
the online technology based mode of examinations.International universities like National University of
Singapore, University of Adelaide of Australia, Oxford University for Final Semester have scheduled their
exams in take home format. Alternative form of assessment like Open Book, Term Paper, Continuous
Assessment, Presentations, Assignments, time-limited exams have been preferred as a substitute for
exam in select countries of Asia and Europe.

Rationale

In order to safeguard the larger interests of students related to their academic and career progression,
particularly those who are in their terminal semester/final year,the institutions are required to chart out
a plan for conduct of examinations in online/offline (pen & paper)/ blended (online + offline) mode,
after making a comprehensive assessment of their level of preparedness, residential status of the
students, status of COVID-19 pandemic spread in different region/ state and all other such factors, to
deal with any sort of exigency.The performance in examinations brings in scholarships and awards and
translates into better job placement. This would not only give them more confidence and satisfaction,
but also ensure merit and lifelong credibility.

Some Concerns
The higher educational institutions should address the following concerns:

1. The implementation of instructions and directives regarding safety and health issues by the
central and state government departments.

2. Uncertainty among students regarding modes of teaching learning, completion of courses,
examinations, evaluation, declaration of result, academic calendar, admissions, opening of
institutions, etc. ,





13.

14.

. Wheelchairs, if present at the examination centres,'should be disinfected.
. All the trash bins should be cleaned.

Anxiety and stress developed during lockdown period and fear of COVID-19 after opening of
campuses.

Safety measures including sanitisation of premises, thermal screening, ensuring physical
distancing, mask wearing, hand washing etc.

Preparation for risk assessment and subsequent actions which varies - whether the institution is
fully residential, partially residential or non-residential. The higher risk and bigger challenge is
faced by non-residential institutions where the students will leave daily and come back next day.
Besides students, the risk of serious illness due to COVID-19 is faced by the faculty, counsellors,
and other technical and non-teaching staff who face the students regularly.

Standard Operating Procedure for conduct of Examinations

The instructions, guidelines and orders issued by the central and state governments concerning
the opening of educational institutions and safety and health should be abided by the
universities and colleges. However, they may develop more stricter provisions and guidelines, if
they find it necessary.

In case there is a restriction on movements in certain areas, admit/ identity cards issued to the
students should be treated as a pass for the movement ¢f students. State Governments should
issue instructions to all local authorities to issue movement passes to invigilators and all
personnel engaged in the conduct of examination.

Entire examination centre floors and walls, doors, gates, should be sprayed with disinfectant.
Fresh mask and gloves to be used by exam functionaries after staff verification is done.

Sanitizer bottles should be arranged at the entry gate, examination rooms, staff/observer room,
etc. and should be repienished regularly.

All liquid handwash bottles should be replenished in restrooms and entry gate whenever
required

Candidate Seating Area should be thoroughly sanitized (desk and the chair) after every session.
All the washrooms should be cleaned and disinfected.

All door handles, staircase raiﬁngf lift buttons, etc. should be disinfected.

. Staff verification and self-declaration as suggested below must be done as soon as they report

at the Centre
a. Exam functionary must submit self-declaration about health status.
b. Thermo gun temperature check must be done at staff entrance point
c. If any Examination functionary fails to meet the self-declaration criteria, or thermo gun
check, he/she will be asked to leave the examination centre immediately
d. Exam functionary needs to wear the mask and gloves at all time

Cleanliness and hygienic conditions as per safety and health advisories of the concerned
government departments are to be maintained at all places.

Proper signages, symbols, posters etc. should be displayed at appropriate place to maintain
social distancing.
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16.

17.

18.
18.

20.
21.
22
23,
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.

31.

Downloading of ‘Arogya Setu’ App may be advised for every staff and student of the university
and college.

Adequate arrangements of thermal scanners, sanitizers, facemasks, and hand gloves at allentry
and exit points including the reception area. Wherever possible, students should be given fresh
face masks by the Invigilators in the examination room itself.

Avoid crowding at entry and exit points.

Opening all the gates, of entry and exit, in case HEIs have more than one gate.

Senior staff should monitor the entry and exit.There should be proper markings with at least 2
meter distance where students stand while waiting for opening of the college gate. Exit of
students should permitted one by one only.

Thermal Screening of students, wearing of face mask, sanitizing of hands etc. be ensured.

The Invigilators, while on duty, should be continuously wearing mask, and proper hand gloves.
The students should be asked to sanitize their hands before and after signing the Attendance
Sheet.

Students having symptoms of fever, cough and cold should be either made to sit in a separate
room or given a chance to appear on another day.

Hand washing stations with facilities of liquid soap should be made available so that every
student can wash her/his hand frequently.

Keeping in view the physical distancing, institdtions should have adequate rooms capacity to
meet the propef seating arrangement for examination. Minimum distance between two
students should be 2 meters. Sample seating plan is annexed.

Adequate arrangements for safe drinking water be made on the campus.

Adequate supply of water in toilets and for hand washing be ensured.

Dustbins must be cleaned and covered properly.

Proper sanitization of buses, other transport and official and vehicles of the institution.

. At the end of the day-

a. Used gloves and masks should be-disposed only in a pedal. push covered bin at the
Examination Centre and outside the examination room/hall :

b. Safely dispose off all used masks and gloves discarded at the examination centres or
outside the examination centre in trash bin bags at suitable place and as per standard

guidelines issued by health authority
Maintain record of ali exam functionaries

a. Record of all exam functionaries will be maintained in the system for future reference
and traceability.

b. Invigilator records are maintained in the system through staff verification processes.

Name and number of other staff such as Housekeeping, Security Guards, etc will be maintained.
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SAMPLE SEATING PLAN
Col.1 Col.2 Col.3 Col.4
Candidate’s Candidate’s Candidate’s Candidate’s
Roll No. Roll No. Roll No. Roll No.
1 4 /g 10
Empty Empty Empty Empty
2 5 8 1
Empty Empty Empty Empty
3 6 9 12
Empty Empty Empty Empty

Annexure
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Annexure-I1

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

UGC Revised Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar

for the Universities in view of COVID-19 Pandemic

Introduction

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has issued Guidelines on Examinations and
Academic Calendar for the Universities in View of COVID-19 Pandemic and Subsequent
Lockdown on 29" April, 2020. In these Guidelines it was proposed to conduct the examinations
in July 2020. The said Expert Committee was requested to revisit the Guidelines for
Examinations and Academic Calendar as the number of COVID cases are still rising and likely
to increase further. The Report of the Expert Committee was considered and approved by the
Commission in its emergent meeting held on 6" July 2020.

In continuation to earlier Guidelines issued on 29.04.2020 and based on the Report of the
Expert Committee, the following Revised Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar
for the Universities in view of COVID-19 Pandemic were also approved by the Commission in
its emergent meeting held on 6 July 2020:

GUIDELINES

In view of the emerging situation related to COVID-19 pandemic in India, it is important to
safeguard the principles of health, safety, fair and equal opportunity for students. At the same
time, it is very crucial to ensure academic credibility, career opportunities and future progress
of students globally. Academic evaluation of students is very important milestone in any
education system. The performance in examinations gives confidence and satisfaction to the
students and is a reflection of competence, performance and credibility that is necessary for
global acceptability.

1. Mode of Terminal Semester/ Final Year Examinations (2019-20)

The universities are required to complete the examinations by the end of
September, 2020 in offline (pen & paper)/ online/ blended (online + offline) mode
following the prescribed protocols/ guidelines related to COVID-19 pandemic.

2. Provision of Examination through Special Chance





In case a student of terminal semester/ final year is unable to appear in the examination
conducted by the University for whatsoever the reason(s) may be, he/she may be given
opportunity to appear in special examinations for such course(s)/ paper(s), which may
be conducted by the university as and when feasible, so that the student is not put to
any inconvenience/ disadvantage. The above provision shall be applicable only for the
current academic session 2019-20 as a one-time measure.

. Backlog of Papers in Respect of Terminal Semester(s)/ Final Year Students

The students of terminal semester/ final year students having backlog should
compulsorily be evaluated by conducting examinations in offline (pen & paper)/ online/
blended (online + offline) mode as per feasibility and suitability.

. The guidelines regarding intermediate semester/ year examinations will remain
unchanged as notified on 29" April, 2020.

. The relevant details, if need be, pertaining to the Admissions and Academic Calendar
in the universities and colleges shall be issued separately in place of those mentioned
in the earlier guidelines issued on 29™ April, 2020.

. Notwithstanding the above guidelines regarding conduct of examination and
commencement of next academic session, every university/ institution has to ensure
that it is prepared in all respects to carry out the academic activities following necessary
protocols/guidelines/directions/advisories issued by the Central/State Governments and
MHRD/ UGC from time to time, in view of COVID-19.
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Anunex Re-T
F. No. 16-16/2020-U1A
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of Higher Education

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Date the 6th July, 2020
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Instructions for conduct of examination ~regarding.

A large number of examinations of the Universities, IIT-JEE (Mains & Advance), NEET etc are
scheduled to be held in the coming months. In order to ensure safety of the examinees,as also their
academic interest, the following action may be taken.

1 Final Term Examinations should be compulsorily conducted as per UGC Guidelines on
Examinations and Academic Calendar for the Universities dated 29.04.2020 which have been again
resolved today i.e.06" July, 2020.

25 All examination may be conducted by 30" September, 2020.

3. Taking into consideration the academic interest of large number of students, MHA has
agreed to the request of MHRD and granted exemption for the opening of educational institutions
for the purpose of holding examinations/ evaluation work for Final Term Examinations of the
Universities/ Institutions.

4. MHRD has formulated detailed SOP for conduct of examinations with precautions to be
taken in view of COVID - 19 situation. This has been vetted by the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. A copy of the same is enclosed to ensure safety of all. o

5. Previous instructions regarding “Work From Home" sent vide letter dated 30.06.2020 will not
apply to the officers, faculty and non-Teaching Staff who are involved in

Examination/Evaluation/Admission work. 2

i
(Vidya Sagar Rai)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Encls: As above.

To
1. Prof. D. P. Singh, the Chairman, University Grants Commission, New Delhi.
2. Prof. Anil D. Sahasrabudhe, the Chairman, AICTE, New Delhi.
3. Shri Vineet Joshi, Director General, NTA, Noida, (UP).

Copy to: The Chief Secretaries/Secretary(Education) of States/UTs.

CCv1. Shri Ajay Kumar Bhalla, HomeSecretary, North Block, New Delhi. :
2. Ms. Preeti Sudan, Secretary, M/o Health and Family Welfare, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi.
3. PStoHRM. ,
’V‘@tﬁ" 207

(Vidya Sagar Rai)

Under Secretary to the Gowt. of India
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Guidelines for Conduct of Examinations
Background

Universities and other educational institutions across the country have been closed since16"March,
2020, as one of the measures to contain the COVID-19 outbreak.In April, 2020, the University Grants
Commission (UGC), has issued "Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar for the Universities
in View of COVID-I9 Pandemic and Subsequent Lockdown". In these guidelines it was proposed to hold
the examination from July, 2020 onwards. The Guidelines provided various options for conduct of
examinations to be decided finally by the University.

Presently, several universities have already conducted/planned the examinations in online/offline (pen
& paper)/ blended (online + offline) mode.

Top ranking universities of the world have opted for the final exams to be done remotely. Like Princeton
and MIT (USA); University of Cambridge, Imperial College of London (UK); University of Toronto and
McMaster (Canada); University of Heidelberg (Germany); and University of Hong Kong have resorted to
the online technology based mode of examinations.international universities like National University of
Singapore, University of Adelaide of Australia, Oxford University for Final Semester have scheduled their
exams in take home format. Alternative form of assessment like Open Book, Term Paper, Continuous
Assessment, Presentations, Assignments, time-limited exams have beén preferred as a substitute for
‘exam in select countries of Asia and Europe.

Rationale

In order to safeguard the larger interests of students related to their academic and career progression,
particularly those who are in their terminal semester/final year,the institutions are required to chart out
a plan for conduct of examinations in online/offline (pen & paper)/ blended (online + offline) mode,
after making a comprehensive assessment of their level of preparedness, residential status of the
students, status of COVID-19 pandemic spread in different region/ state and all other such factors, to
deal with any sort of exigency.The performance in examinations brings in scholarships and awards and
translates into better job placement. This would not only give them more confidence and satisfaction,
but also ensure merit and lifelong credibility.

Some Concerns
The higher educational institutions should address the following concerns:

1. The implementation of instructions and directives regarding safety and health issues by the
central and state government departments.

2. Uncertainty among students regarding modes of teaching learning, completion of courses,
examinations, evaluation, declaration of result, academic calendar, admissions, opening of
institutions, etc.
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. Wheelchairs, if present at the exdmination centres,'should be disinfected.
. All the trash bins should be cleaned.

. Anxiety and stress developed during lockdown period and fear of COVID-19 after opening of

campuses.

. Safety measures including sanitisation of premises, thermal screening, ensuring physical

distancing, mask wearing, hand washing etc.

Preparation for risk assessment and subsequent actions which varies - whether the Institution is
fully residential, partially residential or non-residential. The higher risk and bigger challenge is
faced by non-residential institutions where the students will leave daily and come back next day.
Besides students, the risk of serious illness due to COVID-19 is faced by the faculty, counsellors,
and other technical and non-teaching staff who face the students regularly.

Standard Operating Procedure for conduct of Examinations

The instructions, guidelines and orders issued by the central and state governments concerning
the opening of educational institutions and safety and health should be abided by the
universities and colleges. However, they may develop more stricter provisions and guidelines, if
they find it necessary.

In case there is a restriction on movements in certain areas, admit/ identity cards issued to the
students should be treated as a pass for the movement ¢f students. State Governments should
issue instructions to all local authorities to issue movement passes to invigilators and all
personnel engaged in the conduct of examination.

Entire examination centre floors and walls, doors, gates, should be sprayed with disinfectant.
Fresh mask and gloves to be used by exam functionaries after staff verification is done.

Sanitizer bottles should be arranged at the entry gate, examination rooms, staff/observer room,
etc. and should be repienished regularly.

All liquid handwash bottles should be replenished in restrooms and entry gate whenever
required

Candidate Seating Area should be thoroughly sanitized (desk and the chair) after every session.
All the washrooms should be cleaned and disinfected.

All door handles, staircase railing, Tift buttons, etc. should be disinfected.

. Staff verification and self-declaration as suggested below must be done as soon as they report

at the Centre
a. Exam functionary must submit self-declaration about health status.
b. Thermo gun temperature check must be done at staff entrance point
¢. If any Examination functionary fails to meet the self-declaration criteria, or thermo gun
check, he/she will be asked to leave the examination centre immediately
d. Exam functionary needs to wear the mask and gloves at all time

Cleanliness and hygienic conditions as per safety and health advisories of the concerned
government departments are to be maintained at all places.

Proper signages, symbols, posters etc. should be displayed at appropriate place to maintain
social distancing.
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Downloading of ‘Arogya Setu’ App may be advised for every staff and student of the university
and college.

Adequate arrangements of thermal scanners, sanitizers, facemasks, and hand gloves at alfentry
and exit points including the reception area. Wherever possible, students should be givenfresh
face masks by the Invigilators in the examination room itself.

Avoid crowding at entry and exit points.

Opening all the gates, of entry and exit, in case HEIs have more than one gate.

Senior staff should monitor the entry and exit.There should be proper markings with at least 2
meter distance where students stand while waliting for opening of the college gate. Exit of
students should permitted one by one only.

Thermal Screening of students, wearing of face mask, sanitizing of hands etc. be ensured.

The Invigilators, while on duty, should be continuously wearing mask, and proper hand gloves.
The students should be asked to sanitize their hands before and after signing the Attendance
Sheet.

Students having symptoms of fever, cough and cold should be either made to sit in a separate
room or given a chance to appear on another day.

Hand washing stations with facilities of liquid soap should be made available so that every
student can wash her/his hand frequently.

Keeping in view the physical distancing, instititions should have adequate rooms capacity to
meet the proper seating arrangement for examination. Minimum distance between two
students should be 2 meters. Sample seating plan is annexed.

Adequate arrangements for safe drinking water be made on the campus.

Adequate supply of water in toilets and for hand washing be ensured.

Dustbins must be cleaned and covered properly.

Proper sanitization of buses, other transport and official and vehicles of the institution.

At the end of the day-

a. Used gloves and masks should be-disposed only in a pedal.push covered bin at the
Examination Centre and outside the examination room/hall :

b. Safely dispose off all used masks and gloves discarded at the examination centres or
outside the examination centre in trash bin bags at suitable place and as per standard

guidelines issued by health authority
Maintain record of all exam functionaries

a. Record of all exam functionaries will be maintained in the system for future reference
and traceability.

b. Invigilator records are maintained in the system through staff verification processes.

Name and number of other staff such as Housekeeping, Security Guards, etc will be maintained.
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Col.1 Col.2 Col.3 Col.4
Candidate’s Candidate’s Candidate's Candidate’s
Roll No. Roll No. Roll No. Roll No.

1 4 I 4 1 10

Empty I Empty Empty Empty

2 5 8 J[ ]

Empty b Empty Empty | Empty

3 8 i 9 12
[ Empy E Empty Empty Empty
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To,

Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal,

Minister of Human Resource Development,
Government of In
New Delhi - 110002.

Dear Sir,

In view of current COVID-19 pandemic crisis. the Govemment of Maharashira
accepted the report of the State Level Committee and promoted the students of intermediate
semesterlyear except terminal semester/final year. The State Disaster Management Authority,
after taking review of COVID-19 pandemic situation i the month of June was of the opinion
that final Acrminal examinations also cannot be conducted in the state. Hence, the said
authority ook deliberate and conscious decision to award UG/PG degree to the students on
the basis of appropriate evaluation formula to be devised by the concerned universitics in the
larger interest of physical/mental wellbeing and betterment of students. This decision was in
line with the then guidelines of UGC dated 29" April, 2020 wherein clause 8 (i) enables
universities to adopt the UGC guidelines by making alterations/additions/modifications/
amendments to deal with particular situation in the best interest of students. Also these UGC
guidelines empowered the state govemment 1o issue directions to universitiescolleges
regarding conduct of examinations.

Accordingly the Department of Higher and Technical Education of Maharashtra State
issued directions vide Government Resolution dated 19® June, 2020. In view of ensuring
better career opportunities and future progress globally, students were given option of
appearing for exams to improve the grades. Such grade improvement exams shall be
conducted in consultation with the District Disaster Management Authority by the concem
universities considering the COVID-19 pandemic situation prevailing at that time in the
district.

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra requested Hon'ble Prime Minister to direet
apex regulatory bodies for professional courses to endorse State Govemment decision and
issue uniform guidelines 1o universities. The Department of Higher and Technical Education
of Maharashtra State also requested the concerned councils of professional courses to convey
concurrence to the decision taken by the State.

At present, the COVID-19 pandemic has created many challenges in all sectors
including education. India has reported 3 largest number of COVID-19 cases in the world.
‘The situation in India may become more adverse and the number would rise. Maharashtra is
the worst affected state with more than two lakh cases confirmed so far.

7nm
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In such unforescen, uncertain and eritical challenging situation, conduction of final
year exams of approximately more than ten lakh students scems highly infeasible task and if
conducted, would endanger the wellbeing of students, parents, teachers, supporting staff and
other machinery involved in the process. Most of the Educational institutes, hostels and other
facilites have been acquired by the administration for quarantine and other covid purposes.
Due to this pandemic situation, most students will have travelled back to their home towns.
Hence to appear for exams students have o travel back to cities/town, wherein their travel,
‘accommodation, food ete. will be the biggest concern and may hamper the health. There have
been incidences in other states and countries wherein cxams were conducted and large
number of students got infected by the virus. Henee, [ had carlier pleaded UGC to cancel
final year exams vide letter dated 17" May, 2020 citing the pandemi situation.

Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Puducherry have
taken decision not to conduct terminal exams. Even IIT Mumbai, Kharagpur, Kanpur,
Roorkee have also cancelled their final semester exams. To ensure academic credibility,
career opportunities, future prospects and simultaneously to safeguard principles of health,
safety, fair and equal opportunity for students; Government of Maharashtra in consultation
with the Vice-Chancellors of universities and all concerned stakeholders, has arrived at the
decision to award degree certificates based on evaluation of student’s performances of
previous semesters and intemal assessment, since conduction of examination by others
modes (online/offline/blended) is not feasible. Also to ensure confidence, satisfaction,
competence, performance and credibility, willing students have been given the opportunity to
improve grade by appearing for exams, which would be conducted when situation becomes
conducive to conduct exams.

1am of the opinion that the revised guidelines issued by UGC dated 6" July, 2020 are
not mandatory but mere advisory like the earlier guidelines. In view of above facts and
uncertainty of pandemic crisis, I kindly request and hope that in the interest of
physical/mental wellbeing of students and future prospects, you will issue uniform guidelines
about awarding degrees to final year students based on appropriate formula, as since the

students are the pivotal soul of the entire educational ecosystem.
Thanking you, S
lours snnui;\

(Uday Spmant)

Copy to:

1. Shri. Amit Shah, Union Home Minister, Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs, North
Block, New Delhi, India-110001.

2. Secretary, Higher Education, Government of India.

3. Prof.D.PSingh, Chairman, University Grants Commission, (UGC), Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
New Delhi- 110002

Copy for inform;

1. Shri. Uddhavji Thackeray, Chief Minister, Maharashira State, Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032.

2. Shri. Ajit Pawar, Deputy Chief Minister, Maharashtra State, Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032.
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Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray
Chief Minister -— Mantralays
Maharashtra Mumbai-400 032

Date: 25/06/2020

Respected Prime MinsterJi

COVID-19 pandemic in Maharashtra has created many challenges for the
students pursuing Higher Education in the State. As you are aware, the State has
reported the highest number of Covid 19 cases in the Country. The number is increasing
in all the major cities like Mumbai, Thane Navi Mumbai (Mumbai Metropolitan region),

Pune Metropolitan Region, Aurangabad, Nagpur, Nashik, Akola, Palghar etc.

1 would like to bring to your notice that students and parents in the State are
concemned about the final year/ semester examinations of the academic year 2019-20
and commencement of next academic calendar 2020-21. The present atmosphere is not
yet conducive for conduct of any examinations and classes. Further, conducting
examinations amidst existing pandemic may prove to be an enormous task for the
district/municipal administration, examining authorities, transport authorities, besides
students and parents. You might recall that 1 had requested you to direct authorities
regarding issuing uniform guidelines in respect of cancellation of final year/ semester

examinations, during the video conference meeting of the Chief Ministers held on 16"
June, 2020.

I'would further like to bring to your kind notice that in respect of students except
final year/semester, the State has implemented UGC guidelines regarding conduct of
examinations and new academic calendar However, it was decided to hold final year/

semester examination in the month of July 2020.

But considering the current Covid 19 situation in the State, the State Disaster

Management Authority in its meeting held on 18" June, 2020 has decided not to conduct

Tel. : 022-2202 5151/2202 5222, Fax : 022-2202 9214
E-mail : cm@maharashtra.gov.in, Website : www.maharashtra gov.in
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Chief Minister P e Mantralaya
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the final year/final semester examinations of the non-Professional courses as well as
Professional courses and award degrees based on formula to be decided by the
Universities. Further, option would be given to students who want to take examinations
whenever it is feasible to be held. It was also decided to get decision in respect of
professional courses to be endorsed by the respective Apex Authorities as these courses
are regulated by national level apex bodies like the All India Council For Technical
Education (AICTE), Council of Architecture (COA), Pharmacy Council of India (PCI),
Bar Council of India (BCI), National Council of Teachers Education (NCTE) and

National Council For Hotel Management And Catering Technology.

I will, therefore, request you to instruct abovementioned national level Apex
authorities to endorse the decision of the State Government regarding cancellation of
final year/ final semester examinations of the Professional courses and to issue

necessary, guidelines to the Universities in this regard.

With regards,
5 N
Yours s
42

(Uddhayv Balasaheb Thackeray)

Shri Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister of India,
South Block, New Delhi — 110004

Tel. : 022-2202 5151/2202 5222, Fax : 022-2202 9214
E-mail : cn@maharashtra.gov.in, Website : www.maharashtra.gov.in




